
 

Halloween Costumes 
–  Reminder                                                                         
As you are aware, students will be allowed  to 
wear costumes on Friday, October 29.   How-
ever, since it will remain a regular instructional 
day, we ask parents to ensure that their chil-
dren observe some basic rules — no masks, 
no face paint that prevents identification, no 
simulated weapons, no violent costumes, and 
no body revealing or sexually themed cos-
tumes.   Please remember that our school’s 
dress code remains in effect for the day.  Let’s 
support a fun “child-centered” day for the kids.   
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Please note our 
new Middle 
School Home 
Page on the 
Internet: 

 

http://middlescho
ol.gardencity.k12
.ny.us/ 

 

Please be sure 
to regularly 
check our Web 
Page for Up-
dates 

Dear Parents, 
     I trust the new school year is going very 
well for both you and your children.  This past 
month has been an exciting one here in our 
middle school as we continue to receive con-
firmation that our new programs are making a 
real difference in the lives of our students.   
 
     Within the affective sphere, the Long Is-
land—North Shore University Hospital’s Men-
tal Health Alliance has provided us with an 
analysis of our students’ perception of bully-
ing and school safety.  These validated socio-
logical and psychometric instruments show 
that our students feel bullied 1/2 of the na-
tional norm.  While approximately 20% of stu-
dents across the United States report feeling 
bullied, our students are self-reporting below 
10%.   Of course, we will continue to focus 
and re-evaluate all of our anti-bullying efforts 
to even further reduce this percentage. 
 
     Academically, our students continue to 
improve their performance on State Assess-
ments.  Without question, these performance 
measurement improvements are the direct 
result of our emphasis on both our students’ 
affective and academic needs.   And, as we 
further focus on improving instruction for ALL 
students, with the development of their criti-
cal reading, writing and thinking skills, our 
students’ performance on State assessments 
may only continue to improve.   
 
     As you likely read in Newsday, our stu-
dents on the 8th Grade State ELA and Math 
Assessments achieved among the highest 
results on Long Island.  We are very proud of 
both our students’ and teachers’ achieve-
ment.  Of course, we fully understand that it is 
the partnership of dedicated teachers and par-
ents that empowers our students to reach for 
highest achievement.   We thank you for your 
assistance.   
 

 

     We also note that these achievements 
were made within heterogeneous social 
studies and English classes, and follow-
ing the elimination of fixed tracks in 
math and science.   This demonstrates 
that all children benefit from a first-class 
education and curriculum.   Our job is 
not finished and we still have much to 
do.  We truly will never allow any child to 
be left behind. 
 
Sincerely, 
Peter Osroff 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER    

Note: Revised Times for Grade Parties                           

• 10/15:   8th Grade Class Party  8:00-9:30 p.m. 

• 10/22:   7th Grade Class Party  8:00-9:30 p.m. 

•  10/25-10/27:  Book Fair in Middle School Library 

•  11/5:  6th Grade Class Party  7:30-9 p.m.  

    Photo Make Up Day 

•  11/1-11/2:  Parent Teacher Conferences 



Window Shopping : 
 November 1st is National Family Literacy Day 
Middle School Librarian, Mr. Daniels offers some 
suggestions when browsing in the young adult section of 
your favorite book store.  Some guidelines include 
choosing characters with whom children can relate.  There are many 
adventure books whose story lines will keep your middle school 
reader’s attention. Consider books that especially offer options for 
making good choices when challenged with the hardships of growing 
up. Remember that history comes alive in historical novels.  Sixth grad-
ers may enjoy books about the Middle Ages.  Seventh graders might 
dive into the Colonial Period and eighth graders may enjoy a story 
about The Civil War heroes. Mr. Daniels will be giving you updates on 
new books available for holiday shopping! 

When anger rises, think of the consequences.—Confucius 
IT’S A NO BULLYING ZONE  in Quality Circles held in our Social Studies classes.  
Students will be meeting with representatives from Long Island Jewish Hospital BRAVE PRO-
GRAM to discuss strategies to remove bullying in their school and recreation environments. 
Quality Circles offer scenarios which become spring boards for discussion.  These opportunities  
develop  tools for healthy decision-making. 

CLUBS  are in full swing.  PHOENIX, the middle school newspaper, will be interviewing new 
teachers this month.  The advisor, Ms. Ferrick, will be exploring current events with the writers 
and how these events effect the Garden City Middle School.   

THE BENEFITS OF DEBATE– Parents often find it difficult to come up with crea-
tive ideas to help children study. If you want to hold a child’s interest, you must be willing to 
adapt and spice things up.  Adding debate to almost any review session helps student use criti-
cal and abstract thinking skills, organization, and persuasion.  Debating can be beneficial when 
your child is preparing for quizzes, and exams.  Not only will you and your child have an oppor-
tunity to work together, but you will find it rewarding to see your debate preparation result in im-
proved test scores! 

FYI-              
• Any student who is absent from school or is sent home from school during the day is not permit-

ted to attend any after school activities, including sports. 

• When picking up your child before the end of an after school  

      activity please , please meet your child at the Cherry Valley  

      Avenue exit. 


